
The One Ocean Navigator (Akademik Ioff e) and her near-identical sister ship One Ocean 
Voyager (Akademik Sergey Vavilov) are considered by many to be the most capable polar 
expedition ships in the world and are the perfect vessels for Antarctic exploration.

SHIP SPECIFICATIONS

Built: 1989, Finland 
(Hollming Oy shipyards)

Length: 117 metres

Beam: 18.2 metres

Draught: 6 metres

Power: 5000hp diesel

Gross Tonnage: 6230

Max Speed: 15 knots

Passengers: 96

Expedition Staff  & Crew: 65

Zodiac Boats Onboard: 10

Ice Classifi cation: (Lloyds 1A) 
ice-strengthened vessel 

Stablisation: Dynamic internal 
water ballast system

Antarctica: 2018/19 
Ship Factsheet

One Ocean Navigator
(Akademik Ioff e)

Stability and safety – the key to a comfortable trip
Purpose built to conduct important research in the polar 

regions, the highest level of stability was a key design 

requirement. This is achieved through a sophisticated 

internal trimming system which manages 450 tons of 

water ballast, controlled via a series of gyroscopic sensors 

within the hull of the vessel. As a result, these two ships 

are the most stable navigating Antarctic waters – a feature 

you will defi nitely appreciate should the conditions be 

less than ideal in the Drake Passage and open water 

passages to the Falkland’s and South Georgia.

Quiet, fl exible and fast
Ships built to listen to the underwater sounds of the 

ocean need quiet engines. Once on-board, you will notice 

there is little ambient noise or vibration, making for an 

exceptionally quiet cruising experience. Akademik Ioffe is 

also comparatively fast, with a top speed of 14 knots in 

open waters, and highly manoeuvrable. 

This allows for more time at your destination (rather than 

‘at sea’) and a high degree of fl exibility with itinerary 

planning – a critical factor in icy Antarctic waters where 

ice and weather conditions often dictate the itinerary. 

With both bow and stern thrusters and twin reversible 

propellers, the ship can spin on its own axis – greatly 

assisting embarkation of the zodiacs in windy conditions.

Take it all in
The spacious outer decks let you take in 360 degree 

views of the stunning polar landscapes and spot whales 

and sea birds. Other features include comfortable 

presentation spaces for educational presentations and 

fi lm screenings, a multimedia computer lab where you 

can manage the many photos you will take and recreation 

facilities to help you unwind after a busy day exploring.

So all you need to do is relax and enjoy the voyage, 
knowing you are in experienced and capable hands.



LIFE ON BOARD

What’s it like onboard Akademik Ioff e?

The easiest way to describe it, is to imagine the ship 

as your very own ‘fl oating wilderness lodge’. It is a 

moveable base from which you explore the stunning 

waterways and landscapes of Antarctica, the Falkland 

Islands or South Georgia. Days are fi lled with exciting 

activities – including zodiac cruises to look at icebergs, 

excursions on shore with short and longer hiking 

opportunities, visits to penguin rookeries or seal 

colonies, historic huts and science bases. All of this is 

combined with plenty of ship-based activity, including 

an entertaining and informative presentation series by 

Antarctic experts. At the end of each day you enjoy a 

fantastic dinner, great conversation with fellow guests 

and staff - and refl ect on another incredible day of 

exploration.

Spacious, modern and comfortable

With her comfortable, well-equipped cabins and array 

of public spaces, Akademik Ioffe provides the perfect 

platform for exploring Antarctica. A sizeable lounge 

and adjacent bar area are located on Deck 3, with 

easy access to all outer observation decks. This is 

one of the main activity hubs on the ship and a cosy 

place to read a book or chat to fellow passengers. 

There is also a permanent library on the ship stocked 

with books on polar exploration, wildlife and history. 

Out on deck, there are many places to sit and watch 

the icebergs drift by. The bridge is generally ‘open all 

hours’ and you can observe the Captain and offi cers 

at work. The nearby chart room is a popular place for 

anyone interested in navigation or meteorology. Finally, 

the onboard presentation and recreation facilities mean 

there is something for everyone onboard.

Personalised Service – Incredible choice

One of the features of a voyage with One Ocean 

Expeditions is our dedication in providing you with 

a great choice of activities each and every day. 

This becomes apparent from the moment you step 

onboard. All guests come with different interests and 

motivations. For some, it’s photography. For others 

it is wildlife observation, or to witness the incredible 

colours and shapes of the icebergs. Others come to 

hike on shore, to paddle a sea kayak, or to simply sit, 

contemplate and soak it all in. Others have a deep 

passion for polar history or the science of Antarctica. 

We understand that everyone is different and our 

exceptional onboard team – we offer the highest staff-

to-guest ratio in the polar cruise industry – is there 

ensure you have the ultimate Antarctic experience.

Great Dining Options

The exciting schedule of onshore excursions, zodiac 

cruises and onboard activities are guaranteed to work 

up a serious appetite. Although the ship operates 

at the bottom of the world, you can expect an 

exceptional variety of tasty meals, prepared by a team 

of professional chefs with international experience. 

Breakfasts are usually buffet style. Lunches offer a 

great choice of light meals – as well as more substantial 

options for those who are hungry – and each evening 

there is a hearty three-course meal offering both variety 

and choice. There’s also an excellent wine list featuring 

a range of international wines. You can get a cup of tea 

or coffee at any time of the day or night and we always 

offer afternoon tea with cakes and biscuits. Guests 

with dietary restrictions or special meal requirements 

are also well catered for.

Your Safety – Our Priority

There are no compromises here. The expedition 

staff and crew onboard the Akademik Ioffe have the 

deepest respect for changeable Antarctic weather 

and the always variable sea and ice conditions. The 

vessel features one of the highest ice classifi cations 

possible (Lloyds Class 1A) and her Captain and crew 

have decades of experience navigating in the polar 

regions. The ship carries all current certifi cations 

required by International maritime law for ensuring 

passenger safety and wellbeing. Safety and emergency 

equipment is inspected and tested on a regular basis. 

A passenger lifeboat briefi ng and drill is conducted on 

the fi rst day of the voyage ensuring all passengers are 

familiar with emergency procedures. There is a well 

equipped medical clinic on the ship and an experienced 

medical physician accompanies every voyage.



EXPERIENCES

The right ship = the greatest experience

Akademik Ioffe is the perfect size ship for visiting 

Antarctica. She carries no more than 96 passengers. 

This is under the maximum number of people allowed 

on shore (100) as mandated by the regulatory 

organization for tourism activities in Antarctica (IAATO). 

Being under this limit, means you will spend the 

maximum possible amount of time on shore, on EVERY 

excursion – we don’t need to operate shuttles to and 

from the ship or run hurried excursions. Once on shore, 

we break up into smaller special interest groups and 

usually offer a hiking option, a visit to a penguin rookery 

or a quiet stroll along the shoreline contemplating 

the magic. You decide how your day unfolds. Many 

guests are surprised at the great choice of activities 

available and fl exible approach. Your time in Antarctica 

is precious and our role is to help you maximize your 

experience at every opportunity.   

Shore visits and Zodiac excursions

We plan to offer at least two off ship excursions each 

day (sometimes three) upon reaching our destination. 

These are usually shore landings which could last as 

long as three or four hours. Once on shore, a great 

choice of activities will be offered. Cruising in the zodiac 

boats is another memorable experience, observing the 

fantastic icebergs, or perhaps viewing whales feeding, 

or a leopard seal hauled out on an ice fl oe. On our 

sea days between locations, our polar experts provide 

informative and entertaining presentations on subjects 

related to the polar regions – such as history, science, 

climate change, ice and of course, wildlife and ecology. 

These are busy voyages but there is enough time for 

you to ‘recharge the batteries’. Relax with a book, write 

up your journal, or socialize with your fellow guests and 

expedition team.

Camping in Antarctica

Release your inner polar explorer and spend a night 

camping in Antarctica! Quality camping gear is provided 

for everyone to enjoy this unique experience. Night time 

temperatures rarely drop below -3°C, and our sleeping 

bags are rated to -12°C. The camping experience is 

INCLUDED in the price of your expedition. We do not 

charge extra for camping and you do not need to pre-

book this activity. Sign up once onboard.  

NOTE: Camping is dependent on favourable weather conditions and 

is not guaranteed on any voyage. It is not offered on longer voyages 

that include the Falkland Islands and South Georgia as the ship 

usually repositions to a new location throughout the night once we 

are in Antarctica. (We cannot camp in the Falkland Islands or in South 

Georgia). Camping in Antarctica is unlikely early and late in the season 

(October and March), due to lower average night time temperatures on 

shore and longer periods of darkness at night. Ask us if you have any 

questions about the camping programme.

Sea Kayaking Program

Sea kayaking allows you to experience another side of 

Antarctica and professional kayak guides will introduce 

you to a slower paced polar experience. Kayak 

excursions are offered whenever weather conditions 

permit and you can expect to paddle around six 

or seven times over the course of your voyage, for 

periods up to three or four hours. The programme is 

directed at any passenger with an adventurous spirit 

and some prior paddling experience. This option MUST 

be reserved at the time of booking and attracts an 

additional charge of US$795 per participant. You will 

need to complete a special questionnaire outlining your 

previous kayaking experience. Ask your agent, or our 

offi ce for a copy of this document if you are interested 

in joining the sea kayaking program. 

‘Unwind’ – Active Cruising and Wellness

How would it be, returning to the ship after a hike on 

shore, you make your way to our onboard spa for your 

pre-booked therapeutic massage. WOW! You wouldn’t 

be the fi rst Antarctic adventurer to imagine such a 

thing. We have a massage therapist as part of our 

team on every voyage. Our massage therapist will offer 

a range of spa treatments including various massage 

therapies. You will need to make appointments for 

massage therapies and a charge applies for all spa and 

massage treatments. Or, simply head to the sauna, 

dive into the plunge pool, relax in the jacuzzi or workout 

in the small gymnasium. There is always a great 

selection of meal options and dietary requirements are 

well catered for. Please be sure to inform us of any 

dietary restrictions at the time you book your voyage. 



› Comprehensive pre-voyage 

information package

› Transfer to the ship on embarkation 

day and from the ship to airport or 

local hotel on disembarkation

› Cabin accommodation in your 

selected cabin category

› Experienced Expedition Leader and 

professional expedition team

› Daily off-ship excursions by Zodiac 

boat

› Guided hikes and walks on shore of 

various durations

› Expedition Gear Package for use 

during your voyage (value: $US900)

› Visits to historic sites, science stations 

and wildlife colonies

› Educational presentations and talks 

aboard and on shore by polar experts 

in their fi eld

› Resident photography guide aboard 

to assist guests

› Access to computers in the 

multimedia lab for image downloads, 

fi le back up and management

› An emergency trained physician 

onboard every voyage

› Dedicated hospitality team 

including Hotel Manager, four chefs, 

professional bar staff and Adventure 

Concierge staff

› Onboard sauna, plunge pool, Jacuzzi 

and fi tness centre including massage 

options and treatments

› An emergency trained physician 

onboard every voyage

› Souvenir electronic journal showing 

daily nautical log, wildlife sightings, 

shared voyage video, staff bios, 

chart and map, One Club Alumni 

information etc   

› Opportunity to camp onshore for a 

night – weather permitting* (see notes 

above on camping)

› Sea Kayaking programme available 

(additional charge of US$795pp)

› If your voyage commences in Punta 

Arenas (Chile), fl ights to/from Stanley 

(Falkland Islands) or King George 

Island (Antarctica) are included in the 

voyage price. (Value: US$1,200)

› A complimentary post voyage hotel 

night in Punta Arenas is included for 

all voyages that conclude at King 

George Island (Antarctica) and return 

to Punta Arenas. (Value: $US230)

POLAR GEAR HIRE
– INCLUDED

The right expedition gear for your trip

A journey to the Polar regions requires a fair degree 

of planning and some special items of clothing and 

equipment are needed. When you travel with One Ocean 

Expeditions, you will have the use of an expedition gear 

package free of charge. Containing around US$900 worth 

of gear, this kit includes a quality waterproof/windproof 

jacket and bib-pants as well as insulated rubber boots 

designed for extended walking. We also include a set of 

quality binoculars (8x42) and a Nordic trekking pole for use 

when on shore. A waterproof backpack to safely transport 

and carry your personal items on shore completes your 

package. This kit saves you buying expensive clothing and 

equipment you may only ever use once. It also eliminates 

the need to carry such cumbersome gear all the way 

to South America (8kg/17lbs). If you do have your own 

expedition gear, of course you are welcome to bring it. 

Please make sure it is wind and waterproof.  

Your Expedition Inclusions (see voyage trip notes for specifi c inclusions related to your voyage)



DECK PLAN & CABIN OVERVIEWS

Located on deck 5 this cabin is separated into two very 

spacious rooms. A sizable lounge area is perfect for 

relaxation and features a sofa (convertible to bed), large 

table, writing desk, ample storage, plus large picture 

windows overlooking the bow (forward facing) that can 

be opened. The separate bedroom features a double 

bed with upgraded linen/ pillows, night light, and 

window over the port side of the ship. The bathroom 

has a bathtub and shower. There is also an iPad, mini 

stereo, capsule coffee maker, fully stocked mini bar, 

iPod alarm clock with audio line and several arm chairs.

One Ocean Suite

Located on decks 4 and 5 these cabins are separated 

into two spacious rooms, one that is ideal for relaxation 

with a sofa (convertible to bed), large table, writing 

desk, chair, ample storage and a large window that can 

be opened. A separate private bedroom has a double 

berth with upgraded linen/pillows, night light, private 

facilities, an iPad, mini stereo, capsule coffee maker, 

fully stocked mini bar, iPod alarm clock with audio line. 

The bedroom also features a large window that can be 

opened. 

Shackleton Suites
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There are six different cabin categories spread across four decks of the ship to choose from. All cabins feature outside 

windows that can be opened (portholes on Deck 3) – allowing ample natural light into your cabin. To help you choose 

the right cabin, you can read about the different cabin types and their ammenities below. Seperate cabin specifi c 

overviews are available and contain additional detail. 



DECK PLAN & CABIN OVERVIEWS

These very spacious cabins on Deck 6 feature two 

lower single berths, a comfortable sofa, a writing desk 

and chair and plenty of storage space. Washroom 

facilities are private. All cabins feature windows which 

opens. These cabins provide great access to the 

ship’s bridge (located on the same deck), the outer 

observation decks and hot water Jacuzzi. 

Superior Cabins

Twin Private cabins are located on both Decks 4 and 5. 

All twin private cabins feature two lower single berths, 

a writing desk and chair and ample storage. Washroom 

facilities are private and all cabins have a window 

which can be opened. You can easily access the outer 

observation decks directly from either Deck 4 or 5, the 

plunge pool and sauna are accessed via Deck 5. The 

Bridge is located on Deck 6.

Twin Cabins – Private Facilities

Located on deck 4 these cabins have two lower 

berths, one of which can be converted to a sofa during 

the day. These cabins have tall wardrobes with internal 

shelving for storage, a writing desk, chair, bookshelf, 

and a window that can be opened. Facilities are semi-

private – meaning you share the washroom with the 

adjacent cabin next door. 

Twin Cabin – Semi-Private Facilities

A popular choice with solo passengers, the triple share 

cabins are located on deck 3 and feature two lower 

berths and one upper berth. One lower berth can 

be converted to a comfortable sofa during the day. 

Washroom facilities are shared. There is a washbasin in 

the cabin, a writing desk and chair and ample storage 

for all cabin occupants. These cabins are effi cient and 

well-appointed with two portholes with an option to 

open one.

Triple Cabin – Shared Facilities

Travelling Alone? No problem – many expedition guests do.
If you are considering travelling solo to Antarctica and wish to avoid paying a single supplement, you can be matched up with a 

fellow expeditioner of the same gender. It’s a system that works well and saves you having to pay a single supplement. If we can’t 

fi nd someone suitable to share a cabin with, you’ll have sole use of the cabin at no extra cost. You won’t be forced to pay extra. 

Some solo guests however prefer to have exclusive use of a cabin. In this case, a single supplement does apply. This is 1.5 x times 

the cabin price. (2 x times in suites). Ask us for details.

there is only one ocean
www.oneoceanexpeditions.com
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